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BATHROOM
RENOVATION
GUIDE
For those looking to renovate a small to
medium size bathroom that is structurally sound
and does not require tanking or specialist
treatment (e.g. floor levelling or tadelakt)



Avoiding the
pitfalls Renovating and refurbishing your home can be an exciting project

to undertake and also helps save money on calling in professional
DIY and decorating firms. There are a number of common home
renovation pitfalls that can strike any unwary homeowners,
though, so it's important to ensure you plan your DIY projects with
care. 
 
Renovation mistakes are easy to make, and refurbishing homes is
not as easy as it appears in home DIY TV shows. If you do make
mistakes in the renovation of your home, they can be costly to fix. 

I am also sharing a handy checklist so you know what to order and
when, what you need to inspect once it arrives (products wise), last
minute calls you need to make and a list of questions to ask the
tradespeople who come round to quote you before giving them
the job.

 

In this guide I am sharing my top tips for renovating a small to medium size bathroom, including a breakdown of days it
should take, the labour costs and the hidden costs that you need to be prepared for.

1. Budgeting
 
Unrealistic budgeting is one of the prime areas in which novices fail
when it comes to renovating home interiors. When you're planning
your budget for your refurbishments, add at least 20% more cash
to potential costings, as you're highly likely to underestimate the
costs of all required tools, accessories and products.

Handy tips before you start

2. Construction and style
 
Your renovations should be aimed at complementing the existing
construction and design of your home, rather than working in
opposition.

3. Daily living
Plan how your needs will be met while your bathroom is being
renovated, especially if this is the only bathroom in your home! 
 
4. Don't follow trends
 
Of course, it's great to be on trend, but some design fads don't
stand the test of time. Some interior design trends are short-term,
so consider the benefits of classic interior designs and makeovers
prior to making any hasty decisions.
 
5. Buying materials
 
Don't rush to buy flooring, materials or furniture until you finalise
the layout and have precise dimensions for fitting a bathtub,
shower or basin. 
 
Of course, if you run short of materials part way through your
project, you could also be at risk of being unable to source the
required products. So, plan material use in advance and factor in an
additional 20% for tiles, to cover for any breakages or mistakes
during the build.
 
6. Budget purchasing
 
Buying the cheapest possible materials for your refurbishment is
not always the best solution. Of course, this approach may save
some money on initial outlay, however, high-quality products will
be more durable and hold their appearance longer.
 
Do your research, so that economies can be made throughout the
proposed works. Creating a coordinated, appealing look in any
home is a major project for any homeowner.



Planning your
bathroom
renovation
is half the job
done already.
Imagine your
builder
coming in on
day one and
there's no skip
to throw old
products in.

1 .TAKE  MEASUREMENTS

Make note of the dimensions of your room and
the position of windows, doors and the WC. A

quick sketch is a useful starting point for
discussion.

4 .  BUILDING

QUOTE

Invite 2-3 tradespeople to have a look at the
current state of your bathroom, walls and give

your dimensions and rough plan to them. 

2 .VISIT  A  SHOWROOM

Even if you don't plan to buy from a specific
company, it's good to visit a few showrooms to

see products in place, and decide about the look
and feel you want to achieve in your space.

3 .  DECIDE  THE  STYLE

This will help with getting an accurate quote.
Before you get a quote you need to know

roughly what goes where, whether you are
adding anything new to the space (e.g. wall

lights) or moving the toilet around. 

5 .  ORDER  PRODUCTS

Once you agree on a quote, first sign a
statement of work to be done and then start

ordering the products that have the longest lead
time (e.g. specialist bathtubs, shower panels etc).

6 .  GET  A  SKIP

Make sure there's a skip available on site for Day
1 of the build as most of the work includes a 1-2
day clear out of existing products and tiles! Also
make sure you have a licence for it (if it will be
placed on a public street outside your house).



Expected labour costs 
 

Removing the exist ing bathroom suite, removing all  t i les and any wall storage/accessories - £200
This service will  NOT include the skip cost,  which is extra!
 

Plumbing work, reposit ioning pipes if  you are changing the layout,  including install ing a towel rail  or
radiator - £450

 
Preparation of walls for t i l ing and plastering, includes install ing waterproof panels - £250 

 
Install ing toilet,  bathtub, shower screen, sink/vanity and shelves - £400

 
Install ing floor t i les,  including install ing membrane - £400 - this will  r ise if  your t i les are smaller or you
are going for a diff icult pattern, such as herringbone. You need to let your builder know in advance for
the quote to be accurate

 
Wall t i l ing around bath and sink/vanity - £600 (as above about pattern t i l ing)

 
Dri l l ing for extractor fan and duct connecting - £150 (unless one is already in place)

 
Electric work - install ing spot l ights,  wall  l ights and extractor fan - £450

This depends on the number of outlets,  e.g.  one l ight= 1 outlet;  one rasor plug=1 outlet .  Electricians
usually charge £60 per outlet .  

 
Making good after electric work - £100

 
Plastering and painting the ceil ing and walls - £350

 
TOTAL: £3,350

When your builder quotes you...
 
Make sure you understand what he is including as some include basic building materials like adhesive, grout etc in
their quote. Be clear upfront so that you don't run around last minute to the shops just because they have nothing to
stick your tiles with! Other than that, below is a breakdown of typical costs in a bathroom.  

www.seasonsincolour.com



Unexpected renovation costs 
 
 
 
For a small medium size bathroom (ensuite) a 6 yard skip suff ices.  If  you are planning to do a general
clear out at the same time, opt for an 8 yard skip.  We needed a 12 yard  one for two bathrooms  and it
was f i l led to the brim at the end. Plasterboard will  have to be bagged separately and placed on top of
the skip as it  requires special ist disposal .  
 
A 6 yard skip is around £250-270 (VAT included);  8-yard c.  £300 and 12 yard c.  £350 - ENSURE YOU CAN
KEEP IT FOR AT LEAST 3 WEEKS (the duration of your project) .  Also ensure that the company you hire
disposes of waste in the r ight way. Look for reviews/ established companies.  You can book through
www.skiphireuk.co.uk
 
 Specialist coloured grout
 
I f  you are trying to colour match your grout with your t i les (to avoid making the grout l ine too obvious),
you might look for special ist brands l ike BAL and  MAPEI .  They are available to buy online but best if  you
get a t i le and drive to Topps Tiles to see the grout samples before ordering as they are more expensive
than standard white and grey grout.  A 10kg bag costs around £46.
 
 Tile adhesive costs 
 
£25 for a 20kg bag and you will  need a few of those for wall  and floor t i les.  Your builder will  confirm
whether you should purchase slow or fast sett ing or flexible adhesive depending on the floor and the
ti les.
     
                           These are £15-40 depending on style and angle. 
 
                            Fancy black toilet paper holders and towel racks can come up to a total of £150+ for 
 
one bathroom. Special ist t i le tr ims can cost up to £45 for a 1 .80m tr im. If  you end up needing just 2m,
then tough, you need to buy two whole pieces. 

You might also want to consider these...
 

Hiring a skip

Radiator Valves

Accessories
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CERAMIC OR
PORCELAIN TILES?

Ceramic and porcelain are composed differently and do behave accordingly upon installation,

but with only slight differences. 

 

The chief difference is that  porcelain are more impervious than ceramic tiles and are thus

subject to less water infiltration. Porcelain is therefore recommended for use in showers and

around bathrooms.

 

Ceramic is easier to cut than porcelain and is also cheaper.

USE OF MARBLE IN THE BATHROOM

Marble is a type of rock that’s been used for thousands of years. Each piece of marble is

different – the variety in veining and colouring is often considered its best trait. 

 

Natural marble tiles can have an even or less uniform look, depending on the type and quality of

marble you purchase. 

 

Because it’s a soft stone, marble is very absorbent. For example, if you dye your hair in a marble

shower, the dye can stain your shower floor. Many people choose a durable porcelain tile to

complement marble for this very reason. 

 

Marble is easily etched by acidic materials, such as lemon and certain cleaning products. If you

want to use marble in your bathroom, I suggest testing lotions and other bath supplies on

samples to see if there’s a reaction. For this reason, marble isn’t the best choice for children’s

bathrooms.

 

Marble should be sealed with a quality sealer and maintained on a regular basis. Avoid using

strong cleansers (nothing acid-based) to prevent etching or damage to the sealer. Soap, water

and a good nylon scrub brush will do the trick.

 

Try: www.mandarinstone.com ; www.artisansofdevizes.com
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SHOULD I MIX THE TYPES OF
TILE I AM USING?

This is purely aesthetic but most of the bathrooms I have seen

lately mix tiles. We used 4 different tiles in our bathroom shown

above (click here to see more of it). Gone are the days when

bathrooms used a single design and size of tile (usually with a

'border' around the room at sink level). These days mixing the

pattern of tiles in your bathroom is not only acceptable but highly

desirable.

 

 

SHOWER SYSTEMS WALL MOUNTED, PEDESTAL
OR FREE STANDING SINK?

If it’s electric you’re going with, then really, apart from the

aesthetics of the unit itself, your choice comes down to

satisfactory flow rate. Somewhere between 10 and 12 litres per

minute at a pressure of between 0.1 bar and 0.5 bar will be

sufficient.

 

With a valve shower, check the mains cold pressure and what

kind of hot water system you have. The suitability is for the

supplier or installer to decide, they should be able to advice you

accordingly.

Whatever you choose, make sure your wall will support your

basin!

 

Basins are an area of high activity, which is very relevant in the

design and installation processes. It will be leaned on and

bumped into, and you might have little ones trying to climb it. So

the primary concern with the basin is stability. Wall-hung basin

units do certainly look the business. The correct way to install

these is to reinforce the wall with 24mm marine ply.

All pictures in this page are from my two bathroom renovations. @Seasonsincolour www.seasonsincolour.com
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CAN THE TOILET BE POSITIONED
ANYWHERE IN THE ROOM ?

The soil pipe and venting (SV) are issues unique to the toilet, and

mean moving one from its existing position is the thing that will

have the greatest impact on cost. 

 

Where the toilet can go will depend on how the 4in waste pipe

(which carries waste from the back of the toilet and is in itself a

lot of work to relocate because of its size), will reach the SV stack

(the big pipe that sticks out at the top of your house and

terminates down in the drain), which can’t be moved without a lot

of work. When the builder comes round to quote ask his opinion.

DO BLACK TAPS STAIN
EASILY?

RESIN STONE SINKS
ARE THEY GOOD?

It depends on how hard your water is, but having used ours for

almost a year I say no, but you need to pat them dry every now

and them to avoid water staying on them for too long. 

 

Provided you clean your bathroom regularly you should be fine. If

you clean your taps only once every 6 months, then avoid the

renovation altogether...

 

CLICK HERE for a guide on Black Taps.

With Resin stone sinks, you can get this seamless look above

(LUSSO STONE) but they do require a little more looking after

than porcelain sinks (easier to clean). You need to ensure that

you don't stain them, so for example I would never try to dye my

hair over this type of sink or use it for cleaning water colour or

other types of dye. If you are renovating a family bathroom that

will be used by kids, you should probably opt for a porcelain

sink. 

www.seasonsincolour.com All pictures in this page are from my two bathroom renovations. @Seasonsincolour 
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Should I work with a
bathroom designer? I am biased but would say yes.

 

They are there to help you put your ideas on paper, answer tough questions and help you stay within budget.

They may also be able to pass on handy discounts that can pay for their service! 

 

I worked with Melinda Kiss of Keyhole Interiors for our Ensuite Bathroom that was ultimately featured in

Grand Designs Magazine in 2019 and a runner up for "Best Revamped Room" in the UK Interior Awards 2019.

Melinda help me visualize the look and feel of the room and provided advice about tiling and building.

 

If you want to talk to a pro without being charged a fortune, below are some individuals I rate highly and would

recommend working with. They are independent designers that can provide you with e-designs and can

include product sourcing in their service. 

 

Melinda Kiss - www.keyholeinteriors.co.uk

Natalie Holden - www.natalieholden.com

Karen Knox - www.making-spaces.net

 

Alternatively, if you buy all (or most) of your products from a specific bathroom company like CP HART or your

local Bathroom specialists, the could help you with the design, including planning where products will go and

even do a 3D render for you, which is handy if, like me, you prefer visuals!
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Qualifications/ insurance and references available?

How many projects will you be running at the same time as mine?

Do you have your own team, how many will be working onsite at the same time (for a small bathroom, it should not be more than 2!)

Will you supervise your teams work, daily or how often?

What is the start and finish time every day and will your team clean up every day before they are gone?

How much is the initial deposit to book you (I would recommend no more than £300)

What will be the schedule of payments once you start?

Does the quote include clearing out the existing furniture and tiles?

Can I reposition my toilet and if so, where?

Can your tiler work intricate patterns like herringbone or chevron? (if you need that!)

Can you indicate which walls you will waterproof ? (use of Hardie Backer or similar waterproof panels. Usually place these behind shower/bath and only behind sink. If any of these are on an

external wall, adding waterproof panel is not required and will be a waste of money.

For day to day material needs, can you sort this out on my behalf, e.g. if you run out of grout, can someone in your team get extra and I will cover the expense in my weekly payment?

What is NOT included in your quote?

Do you guarantee your work and for how long? Is your guarantee in writing?

 

If they operate a Limited company, check them out on Companies House. If they have made multiple name changes over the years, it's a red flag.

Check for online reviews too!

Questions for the builder

www.seasonsincolour.com



BATHROOM RENOVATION CHECKLIST

Bath
 
Bathtub 
 
Bath Valve + taps
 
Bath waste/ filler and trap
 
Shower 
 
Enclosure
 
Shower Tray
 
Shower trap
 
Shower valve + tap
 
Shower head
 
Sink
 
Sink bowl
 
Vanity or shelf (unless it includes a sink)
 
Tap
 
Waste/trap
 
Tiles
 
Floor Tiles
 
Wall Tiles
 
Trim
 
Grout 
 
Adhesive
 
Border/cornice

Am I moving the toilet around? 
 
Are there any mobility considerations?
 
Do I need an extractor fan (if there is none in place currently
 
Do I need storage?
 
Do I need a mirror with de-misting pad?
 
Am I tiling everywhere?
 
When is each product arriving? 
 
Do I need accent as well as ceiling lights?
 
Am I adding a shaving mirror and does it require electricity?
 
Am I adding a shaving plug?
 
Order showerproof panels (as they are big and bulky)
 
Order valves with the radiator
 
Heated towel rack?
 
Any accessories that will need to be fitted (e.g. drilled on tiles)
 
New new door frame needed?
 
Paint for non tiled areas ?
 
Does the WC Pan come with a lid or do I order one?
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